
















CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

This annex discusses and analyses the potential for developing a cattle feedlot 
unit at the Mogambo irrigation project. The idea of a feedlot within the project 
was originally put forward in the TAMSIFINTECS Feasibility Study of 1977. In  
this supplementary study .for the Mogambo project, however, changes to the 
TAMSIFINTECS cropping pattern are proposed, the most important of which 
relating to livestock has been the removal of fodder crops from the cropping 
pattern. The reason for this was a decision to maximise the production o f  food 
and import-substitution crops which would have the greatest benefit to the 
overall national economy. The deletion o f  fodder crops has not meant that the 
idea o f  a feedlot has had to be abandoned; but it has meant that alternative 
sources of feed have had to be considered and the design suitably modified. 
Field work was undertaken in  Somalia during May and June 1979. 

1.2 Object ives 

The objective o f  this study was to '  evaluate the technical and economic 
feasibility o f  developing a livestock enterprise within the Mogambo irrigation 
project. Any livestock enterprise would need to fit into the overall strategy of 
a state farm, but, o f  necessity, must also relate to the present and proposed 
developments o f  the livestock and agricultural sections in the Lower Juba 
region. The removal o f  fodder crops from the cropping pattern a t  Mogambo has 
meant that emphasis has now to be placed on crop residues and by-products as the 
principal source of feed. 

1.3 Government Po l icy  and the  Nat iona l  L ives tock  Industry 

1.31 The Importance o f  L ives tock  in t h e  Nat iona l  Economy 

Livestock production is the main industry in Somalia and is the principal source 
o f  fore ign exchange. I n  1977 l i v e  animal  expor t  contr ibuted 66.6% 
(SoSh 299.5 million) o f  the total  export eernings o f  the country; meat and meat 
preparations provided a further 7.1% (SoSh 32.1 million) and hides and skins 
5.2% (SoSh 23.6 million). Apart from i ts  importance to export earnings, 
livestock production provides a livelihood for approximately 80% of the 
population. Most rural people derive a b w t  half their daily calorie intake from 
milk and meat and rely on the sale of surplus stock to purchase their other food 
requirements. The livestock sector stimulates investment in  transport, mads and 
water development through both internal and external trade and con tributes to  a 
number of other related industries. 

1.3.2 The Livestock Industry 

The backbone of the livestock industry i n  Somalia is the nomadic or semi-nomadic 
pastoralist. In the drier north o f  the country camels, sheep and goats are the 
most important livestock types, but to the south it is cattle. Low and erratic 
rainfall throughout most o f  the country means that pastoral livestock production 






























































































































































