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The upper parts of the Shabelle Basin in the Ethiopian Highlands continued to receive moderate rains during
the last week. High river levels along the entire channel of Shabelle River also persisted with an increase of
flood extents in Belet Weyne and Jalalagsi districts.

Today, 08 September, the river level at Belet Weyne is bank-full and there has been overbank spillage in parts
of the town. Thousands of people have been displaced and have started to evacuate from high-risk areas to
low risk areas since yesterday. In Bulo Burti, the

7 day cumulated rainfall forecast (08-14 September 2020)

river level is at high risk level of 7.00m and is

expected to increase further. The river level at
Jowhar remains high and is at 4.90m as of today.

Flooding is currently reported also in Jalaalagsi.

The rainfall forecast for the week ending on 14
September 2020 indicates moderate rains in the
Ethiopian highlands and minimal rains inside
Somalia. Therefore, the levels are expected to

continue rising along the entire channel of

%Zj Shabelle as more waters from the eastern Ethiopi-

ES'"’ 4 an highlands are still streaming in. High risk of
10-20

[ Ja0-30 flooding is foreseen along the Shabelle during this
[ s0-40

[ 40- 50 week. It is advisable that riverine communities
50 - 100

=100‘150 | within low-lying areas of Belet Weyne who have

=;Z§§zz not evacuated yet to do so, while following

;| glJidelines by the local authorities. Existence of

river breakages (109 points identified and reported
by SWALIM in Septemebr 2020) along the Shabelle is likely to exacerbate the flooding.
Users are advised that this is a forecast and at times there may be discrepancies between estimates and

actual amounts of rainfall received. More information can be found on this link: http://frrims.faoswalim.org.

Shabelle at Belet Weyne

10
® /- -‘\- / / k "\_
E & VT \J 7
T, /M,ZM VARV
@ ”J e \\
—
- — —
= T~ -
o I ——
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nowv Dec
Long Term Mean Moderate Flood Risk Level = = = = High Flood Risk Level
Bank Full Level 2019 2020
This update is produced by the: FAO - Somalia Water and Land Information Management—SWALIM Project.
For more information please contact swalim@fao.org or visit http://www.faoswalim.org
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