






S O M A L I  D E M O C R c h T l C  R E P V P L l C  

' .  NCSTIONCSL WATER CENTRE 

ch significant portion of the water resources of Somalia has its 
origii~ in neiqhbourina countries. This applies not only to 
surface water but also to a lesser extend to qroundwat:er. 
General knowledge of the occurrence and movement of water in 
neighbouring areas is therefore o f  importance when it comes to 
studying the potential resources of Somalia itself. 

The purpose of this report is to provide a brief general 
description of the topography, drainage, rainfall and 
evapotransplrat lon of the, areas concerned. Nhere available, 
this is supplemented by additional hydrological information. 
The report is meant to form a basis for future more detailed 
studies ov the subject. 

It chould be pointed out that lack o f  data for large parts of 
tne drainaqe basins (part icu1.Y.r ly those situated in Ethiopia) 
has meant that the information contained in this report had to 
b e  kept rather general. 

The entire s l . l r f & c ~  d r a ~ n a g e  area effecting CJ~fhal ie ic shor.~c> In 
F,iq. 1 .  J t  c o v e r s  much of  what 1s commonly r&ferr=d t n  a$  " the  
Horn of Afr ) c a w .  I t  is baroev-ed to the rrest,fip the E z c t  Alr!can 
Rift V a l ! e \ ,  a r d  to the south b\: the Tarla F?iver E ~ C I ~ I .  t c *  t 1 - 1 ~  

north and cast a r e  t h p  Gt~lf o f  A d e n  and the Jndi a n  Q c e n n .  T h e  
area 1 nc 1 ( ~ d e s  t he E t h i op 1 an part of the Juba and Shebe 1 1 c ' 1- i ':er 
c a t w m e n t s  as well as part of the Ogaden desert and ~rot-theast 
Kenya. It comprises in total approximately 1.3 million Square 
Lilometers ikm.'), more than half o f  which is located odtcide 
Somal i d .  4 
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