






FOREWORD 

My reasons f o r  wr i t ing  and publishing t h i s  study are, 

f i rs t ,  t h a t  much of t he  data  now ava i lab le  might be l o s t  if 

not recorded, i n  progress of time; secondly, t h a t  I hope t o  

contr ibute  t o  t h e  general knowledge of water resources i n  t h e  

Shebeli Valley, i n  view of a more effective approach t o  t he  

water research programme included i n  the  F i r s t  Five Year P&. 
/ 

Obviously, i f  t he  Ministry of Public Works, with which 

I have been associated for the last  five years, had been ade- 

quately s t a f f ed ,  i .e .  with a geophysicis t ,  an  ana lys t ,  a 

draftsman and other qua l i f i ed  personnel, a far  g rea t e r  amount 

of 'data would have been co l lec ted ,  and it would have been pas- 

s i b l e ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  t o  obtain information on t h e  con tac t s  be- 

tween f r e sh  and sa l tywater ,  seasonal va r i a t i ons  of s a l i n i t y  

and l e v e l  of water i n  the  wells, etc. This would a l s o  have 

permitted t o  acquire a ' f u l l  knowledge of the hydrogeological 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  presented by t he  al luvial ,  depos i t s  i n  t h e  She- 

' b e l i  Valley, which w i l l  be discussed i n  t h i s  paper. 

This study is divided into t h r ee  pa r t s .  Part I dea l s  

b r i e f l y  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of theShebeli  r i v e r  a s  well 

a s  with t h e  hydraulic  works already completed o r  recommended 

. t o  dispose of excess water,which i s  of ten  damaging t o  agr icul -  

t u r a l  crops. This first part is ac tua l l y  an in t roduc t ion  t o  

Part  '11, which i n  t u r n  dea l s  w i t h  t h e  water suppl ies  of t h e  

huge a l l u v i a l  depos i t s  accumulated i n  t h e  v a l l e y  during t he  

Pliocene and the Quaternary. The reader  who is interested i n  . 
more de t a i l ed  information on t he  hydrological c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of this important and in t e r e s t i ng  r i v e r  is re%erred t o  t h e  

bi'bliography l i s t i n g  the many authors who have wr i t t en  on 
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